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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the influence of the coercive clothing policy of
the First Phibun Government (1938-1944) in the 1940s in Thai history of clothes. Although a
large number of studies have been argue to the clothing policy of the Phibun Government,
little attention has been given to the changing clothes in the 1930s just before the Phibun
Regime. In this paper, I discuss the changing clothes in the 1930s and the 1940s in Bangkok
from the then Japanese point of view.

According to the then Japanese documents, progressive Westernization of the clothes was
observed among the urban young women in the 1930s, before the coercive clothing policy of
the Phibun Government. In other words, although the clear distinction between the clothes
in the 1930s and them before the 1930s can be found, the distinction between the clothes in
the 1930s and them in the 1940s when Phibun government evolved the coercive clothing poli-
cy is not clear. Therefore, We may say that the coercive clothing policy of the Phibun Gov-
ernment did not affect the Westernization of the clothes among the urban young people so
much.
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