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Abstract

This paper is an excursion on some of the views that E. W. Said expressed about his motivation
of Orientalism. Mainly the paper argues on his Afterword of Orientalism for 1994 edition and that
Orientalism is one of the typical pieces in the context of post Arab Nationalism after the Six Day
War in 1967. The implications of the rising Political Islam, or so called of Islamic fundamentalism,
are not only the phenomena of the post Cold War, but also what substitute for the last stage of
Arab Nationalism. In this sense, it is very clear that Islamic fundamentalism is one of the Orientalism
in reverse. Said made the attempt to create an opening for a rethinking of the concept of identity
in the era of global diaspora. That is why his standing point has some ambiguity.

Keywords: Said; Orientalism; Orientalism in reverse; Political Islam; Islamic fundamentalism;
Ajami; identity; Trauma of Six Day War in 1967.
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