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Abstract

In this study of Buddha’s Birthday, which is held in Korea and Japan, I made a comparative analysis
of some Buddhistic rites, particularly the Lantern Festival of Korea and the Hanamachuri of Japan.Korea
and Japan, in spite of their commonalities in Buddhism, Confucianism, and folkloric culture, celebrate
Buddha’s Birthday in two very different ways.And, I concluded that some dissimilarities between two re-
gions or cultural transformations have its origins in different processes of localization of foreign cultures.

Analyzing the localization of imported cultures provides an important opportunity for me to better
understand not only the ethnic identity of groups of people living in East Asia, but also the correlation be-
tween localization and globalization in intercultural situations.Mutual relations like these might be called
“glocalization”.

Buddha’s Birthday, as an example of imported culture, and the Lantern and Hanamachuri, as an exam-
ple of native culture, are the main foci of this paper.
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