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On the Individual and the Society as Principles of Folklore — A Study of the ‘Volk-Dispute’ in the
German Folklore Circle in the beginning of the 20th century (2) by Shin KONO

Abstract

The present paper, continued from the former one, deals with how the ‘Volk-Dispute’, which began
with Eduard Hoffmann-Krayer’s public lecture, ’Volkskunde als Wissenschaft’, in Basel (Switzerland) in
1901, provocatively worked on the contemporary Folklore Circle.
11. His argument couldn’t but immediately face a careful criticism by Adolf Strack (1860-1906), Profes-
sor of German Literature in Giessen. While he indicated that there were a few logical contradictions in
the definition *Vulgus in populo’, the group of the human beings as the research object of the Folklore,
Strack emphasized some ideas observed in the romantic school like the ‘Volksleben’ (Folk-Life) and
“Volksseele’, (Spirit of Folk Society) as well as ‘Gemeinschaft’ as a basic form of human society — it
would be worth noticing that Strack adopted this sociological concept which was proposed concerning
the basic form of the human societies by Ferdinand Ténnies (1855-1936) in 1887. Strack so early gave a
neoromantic connotation to Ténnies’ concept.
1. Strack’s criticism let Hoffmann-Krayer, who replied without delay, repeat his persistent thought —
the human society with its own manners and customs were formed basically by the assimilation of the
persons with weak individuality toward the ones with the strong individuality. In order to express that
Hoffmann-Krayer manifested a proposition that ‘the folk spirit doesn’t produce, but only re-produce’.
This is a proposition which became well-known from this time on. This answer was encountered again
by Strack’s inspection, in which he went so far as evidently to reveal his atavistic viewpoint close to the
romanticists of the 19 th century, among whom the Grimm brothers were representative persons attaching
importance to the existence and activities of the mysterious*Spirit of Folk Society’.
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