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Abstract

Yunnan province of China is a unique place in the world where the three Asian Buddhism cultures,
Mahayana Buddhism, Theravada Buddhism, Tibetan Buddhism coexist. Therefore, Yunnan province is a
good starting point in tracing back the root of Asian cultures.

Many Asian cultures have passed Yunnan province at least once and have met, clashed and blended
with one another. In the case of a successful amalgamation, a new culture was created and passed on to
new locations. Therefore, I argue that the many of the cultures experienced by Korea and Japan in the past
have come through the Yunnan province.

The current studies on East Asia, however tend to focus on the Silk Road. I am rather skeptical about
Silk Road’s cultural value. Cultures that transited through the Silk Road were those of high social classes,
often unreachable to the people of lower social status. Thus, it is more logical to seek the root of mass
cultures in the cultures that have passed through the Yunnan province and this is why I argue that the study
of the “North-South Trade Channel” in the East Asian continent is an important factor in Asian Studies.

Therefore, through this essay, I will identify and solve these problems mainly with the two concepts,
Bathing Buddha, and Sprinkling Water. And the purpose of this study is to provide a possibility of the
right solution to the multiracial conflicts that is expected to take place throughout the Chinese cultural
area by examining the cultural value of Yunnan province.
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