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Abstract

Originating in last century the wave of globalization is still prevail, it has laid out a big challenge for the
country and every individual on the issue of either private survive or public survive. Based on people’s life
experience in the globalization era, Japanese academic circles have emerged a pro-study on public
philosophy in the recent years. It has spread out a big range in depth of academic dialogue, intending to
build an academic structural system to adapt this globalization time. This trend is not only a response to
the era, but also a source reflecting Japanese scholars’ quality attitude and internal personality. In this
paper, the author utilized the question “What Is Public Philosophy” as a key to attract public concern on
“What is new in the knowledge,” to organize Japanese public philosophy’s study sequences, outcome and
limitation,and eventually point out self-examination and prospects. Public philosophy is a fairly new
knowledge; recently its boundaries are still under academic research. Scholars try to discover “what’s
new” in it. While in Japan some scholars have viewed this “new” in public philosophy as a combined
discussion on various social phenomenon; other scholars have defined its “new” based on its study “goal”

and “method”, which are re-explanation and re-construction done by academic tradition questioning an
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adapted current and future demand. Nevertheless the author thinks that, tracing back the publicity research
history it is obvious that public and private domain has been expanding and changing in human society.
This is a flowing state with a chain-like structure, public and private domain have only been pushed by
globalization wave and caused their conversions under new historical conditions in modern era, and the
nature of publicity question has not been changed at all. If the study were constrained by the traditional
western view to organize the research history of publicity question and discuss its application in modern
society, then it would be impossible to build a totally new academic system. The only solution to reveal
the knowledge’s new value is to go through the language system of “Public Philosophy” and search for
human living basis and concept at a new horizon, based on high philosophic understanding. Therefore,
grasping twenty century’s scientific civilization has completely removed a couple of thousand years’
human living foundation; realizing that the philosophical terminal has been converted from a traditional
“that shore” down to a realistic “this shore”; re-questioning on the whole, the limitation on western
rationality and metaphysic tradition and its academic method; exploiting in depth of eastern views’
existing value, and seeking a structure of super-consciousness which adapts to “this shore” thinking, etc.,
all of these acts would become a solid foundation for a new thinking method on public philosophy study
and building a totally new academic structure.
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maximize public, Public communicated knowledge, Combined knowledge, Super-consciousness
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