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Abstract

This paper shows the tendencies of the geographical cognition of average students at undergraduate
level in Japan by analyzing the test results of the students of the Faculty of International Communication,
Aichi University. The test results showed their basic geographical knowledge was limited. Even though
their cognition about East Asian and Anglo-American countries was very high-level, their cognition
about the countries in Western Asia and Africa, Latin America, Europe except UK was low-level.
Whether the students had studied geography in senior high school or not was, not clearly linked with
their test scores. These results lead us to the conclusion that we should ensure students acquire basic
grounding in geography in compulsory education such as elementary school and junior high school to
improve Japanese students’ geographical cognition.
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