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The World of Ogre-tile Makers

— “Kuroji” as Fired Tiles: Oniju ——
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Oniju belongs to the fourth group of ogre-tile makers in Sanshu, Japan. The meaning by the
fourth group is relatively new ogre-tile makers among them. The depth of the generation is up to
the third generation, and not more than that. The case of Oniju shows us how Oniju’s management
had changed according to the change of Japanese society. It is as if it were a mirror of the society.

Onijyu started as a traditional hand-made ogre-tile maker. It was the age of the first genera-
tion. That is to say that it was the age of the founder, Jutaro Hattori. When the second generation
started the management of Oniju after Jutaro, the second generation, Sueo introduced a machine to
make ogre-tiles. Then, when the third generation, Akihiko joined the management with Sueo, they
stopped making ogre-tiles, and then, they became an ogre-tile broker. However, it was in the 1990s
when they finally became a traditional hand-made ogre-tile maker again. Oniju’s case is an good

example when we examine how ogre-tile makers are related to the society.
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