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Abstract : The Japanese Tourist Media frequently refer to the colonial period, when
japan ruled Taiwa between 1895-1945, nostalgically as a heritage of the ‘good old days’.
Focusing on ‘Chikyu No Arukikata Giidebooks’, a major travel guidebook series, this
paper will examine how the past has been described: how the manner of descriptions have
changed and which factors caused the change. An analysis of the frequency, amount of,
and forms of descriptive terminology reveals the extent to which description has shifted
from being one of: ‘discussion in critical terms in columns’ to one of: ‘mentioning in
neutral terms in explanatory sections.” This shift is based on two social conditions
brought about by the democratization of Taiwan, variously known as Taiwanization or
the so called Taiwanese Localization Moveement. First, there has been a re-evaluation of
Taiwaneseness in Taiwan, evidence of which is the ‘Homeland’ movement and the
authorization of historical monuments. Secondly, there has been a socio-psycological
trend in Japan, a characteristic of which is increased sympathy for Taiwan and antipathy

towards PRC — an attitude that has been prevalent for the last twenty years.
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